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Interaction on Issues of Youth in the New Constitution 

9 December 2008 
Press Release 

An interaction on Issues of Youth in the New Constitution took place in Kathmandu today. Organised by National Alliance for Human Rights and Social Justice - Nepal (Human Rights Alliance), mostly the youth leaders from organisations representing mainly the political parties and civil society members were the participants. In view of the fact that young people constitute one third of the total population in Nepal and are dynamic force for change, the main objective of the interaction was to discuss the issues of youth among the youth leaders and activists in political, social, economic and cultural sectors and sensitize the stakeholders why inclusion of youth in constitution making process is necessary. 
Chief Guest Mr Gopal Shakya, Minister for Youth and Sports addressing a key not speech expressed his effort to increase the budget of youth sector under the ministry. Chief Guest said despite the fact that they had a huge amount proposed for youth, this was not approved by the Finance Ministry. Dr. Mathura Prasad Shrestha, senior human rights activist said that youth have fallen under different threats and challenges due to their unsafe life. They have the fear that any forces can use them at any time. Therefore such a situation of violence, fear and negative attitude towards youth need to be eliminated through policies and programmes. 
Youth leader Ajambar Kangmang from National Democratic Youth League suggested that in the new constitution there should be a separate part for the youth to mention in detail the burning issues of them. Another leader Lekhnath Neupane from ANFSU (Revolutionary) expressed that issues of youth need to come under comprehensive package of state restructuring under federal system. Bishnu Khatri representing youth civil society stressed on the need of operation of definition of youth in the context of Nepal. Many participants in the programme appreciating the important issues raised in the programme suggested the Organiser to identify the issues raised in relation to development, legal sector and to be addressed by provisioning rules or regulations and submitting to them in the concerned authority.  
Dr. Sarba Raj Khadka, in the capacity of the Chair and General Secretary of Human Rights Alliance, assured all the participants to prepare the proceeding of the interaction and submit to the newly form task force on youth policy, youth ministry as well as other concerned organisations. Samir Nepal, Secretary of the Organisation presented a paper on youth issues in Nepal to be raised especially in the new constitution and Mr Padma Prasad Khatiwada had highlighted the objectives of the interaction during welcome speech. 
Dr. Sarba Raj Khadka 
General Secretary 
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