A synopsis Report on

National Human Rights Conference Organized by Human Rights Alliance
13 -14 Nov 2010
Kathmandu

A two days National Human Rights Conference has been concluded in Kathmandu
on 14™ Nov 2010. The conference was inaugurated by Hon. Prime Minister
Madhav Kumar Nepal on 13" Nov 2010 which was run for two days. The
objective of the program was to discuss on the thematic papers of Constituent
Assembly regarding the rights of marginalized and excluded people with CA
members and civil society organizations. And the second objective of the program
was to assist Constituent Assembly by providing the suggestions, comments and
opinions of the people identifying the lacks and gaps in thematic papers.

Eighteen CA members from different parties actively participated for two days by
presenting the papers on the rights of marginalized and excluded groups based on
thematic committees in which they belong. More than 150 participants attended in
the program from 45 districts inclusively i.e. representing from Dalits, Janajatis,
Madhesi, Muslim, Mabhila, third sex, PWD and people from Karnali Pradesh. Civil
society leaders and representations from government bodies, UN body, INGOs
were also there. Altogether ten sessions were run for two days in which civil
society leaders and actors chaired the different sessions and commented by the CA
members.

At the opening session of the conference, Mr. Ganesh B.K., Chairperson of Human
Rights Alliance, stated that HR Alliance had conducted this event to contribute on
the human rights protection and promotion when there is rampant situation of the
human rights violation in the nation. He also informed that Human Rights Alliance
had thought to develop a human rights activist in each VDCs of Nepal as an its mid-
term goal.

The Chief Guest of the program, Madhav Kumar Nepal, PM, said, "Nepalese people
are facing so many problems in this transitional phase of the state but there will be
no any lacking from the government side to protect the life and the property of
people." He expressed his view on human rights saying as "Human Right is nothing
different than the issues of the people in their day to day life." Highlighting the



contribution of the civil society, PM advised to social organizations to give priority
on the economic, social and cultural rights of the people which could change the life
style of the poor people in fact.

"People's Movement in 2062/063 and Comprehensive Peace Agreement, 2007 have
explicitly directed all the political parties to complete the Constitution making and
conclude Peace process by forging consensus, coordination and unity”, he added
during his speech, "But knowing these things as a genuine national concern and
principle, we all remained unsuccessful." He urged Maoist to be positive in
integration of PLA in accordance with the CPA and other consensus made among
the political parties. He expressed his strong descent towards the army force kept by
Maoist saying as, "No political parties, in democratic system, have their own army
force." PM expressed guilty for doing everything in the past without settlement of
PLA and claimed that the spirit of People's Movement in 2062/063 and CPA could
not be completed under the shadow of gun.

PM revealed the weaknesses from the government side for not properly
implementing the laws that Nepal signed on international treaties and covenants
regarding the human rights. "We put them even in our own laws but remained
weaknesses in effective implementation”, he said at the conference. He took some
program name done from the government side in regards of human rights sector and
said, "Government has established National Human Rights Commission, Human
Rights Cell in Nepal Army, Police and Human Rights Committee in the Legislative
Parliament which can be taken as an indicator of the government's positive role in
human rights field."”

At the end of his speech, PM emphasized that the development should be linked
with the right of people. Giving assurance to the public from the Government side,
PM said, "We will incorporate the rights of all people in new coming Constitution."

There were other guest speakers from different sectors. Mr. Daman Nath Dhungana,
former House Speaker and senior human rights leaders, Mr. Gauri Pradhan,
spokesperson at NHRC, Robert Recci from OHCHR, Mr. Pasang Sherpa, CA
members, Ms. Rajju Malla Dhakal from ESP and Ram Krishna Lakandri from Dalit
NGOs including others delivered their speech at the opening session.



At the closing session of the Conference, Nilamber Acharya, chairperson at
Constitutional Committee, was chief guest and received the appeal/memorandum
handed over by HR Alliance. He committed that the issues mentioned in the
memorandum would be addressed by the government as its guideline. "This paper
(appeal) puts presser on the government to think once again seriously about the
rights of the marginalized and excluded people truly”, he said at receiving the
memorandum.

Output of the Conference

e A Fifteen point's declaration paper has been submitted to the Chairperson of
Constitutional Committee of CA. (see Annex | for more details)

e PM expressed his due concern to the protection and promotion of human
rights of marginalized and excluded people.

e Nilamber Acharya, Chairperson at Constitutional Committee, expressed his
commitment to address the issues raised in the memorandum.

e CA members expressed their acknowledgement to the concerns, suggestions
and comments of the people (participants).

e Participants those who came in the program from different districts, got
chance to interact with CA members face to face and also put their concerns
to them lively.

e Participants were introduced with the latest progress of the Constitution
making, Peace process and the rights of those marginalized and excluded
people mentioned in the thematic paper.

e CA members expressed their commitments to endorse the points raised in the
hall in CA House.

e CA members expressed their happiness for organizing such program to
interact with people lively after the long term of CA election.



Some momentous glimpse at the Conference

e Chief Guest- Hon. Prime Minister, Madhav Kumar Nepal

e [nauguration of the Program- Prime Minister, Madhav Kumar Nepal

e Chief Guest in closing session- Hon. Nilamber Aachary, chairperson at
Constitutional Committee

e Paper Presentation/commentators- 18 CA members. A large number of CA
Members actively took place in the conference. Papers were presented only those
CA members who were belong to the particular thematic committee. The

commentators were also from the same committee at CA.
o among them 7 were women and 2 Dalit CA Members

e Representation from Govt bodies/commission- Mr, Gauri Pradhan, spokesperson at
NHRC, Mr, Ram Krishna Lakandri, member of National Dalit Commission.

e National figures from Civil Society- Mr, Daman Nath Dhungana, Mr, Pasang
Sherpa, Dr. Kapil Shreshtha, Mr. Charan Prasai, Dr. Netra Timsina, Mr. Bishnu
Pukar Shreshtha

e Representation from International organizations/INGO- Robert Recci from
OHCHR, Ms. Rajju Malla Dhakal, chief at ESP, Nepal

e Total Session- Ten. The sessions were run on the thematic papers of the CA
focusing the issues related to marginalized and excluded people

e Paper presenter/commentator/chairperson in each session was different in term of
political affiliation/ideology, caste, sex or in geographical location where they
reside.

e Participants in the program were from dalit, Janajati, women, Brahmin/Kshetri,
Haliya, Tarai-Madhesi and Muslim representing from 40 districts.

e Discussed vibrantly on the draft papers presented by CA members focusing the
issues incorporated in the CA thematic papers and points to be included in CA
draft papers.

» It was face to face interaction between participants and CA members. CA members
and participants got chance to say and hear the voice of each other. Updated the
participants about latest progress of the Constitution making and Peace process.
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